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ECONOMY, ENVIRONMENT & PLACE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Thursday, 11th October, 2018
Time of Commencement: 7.00 pm

Present:- Councillor Gary White — in the Chair

Councillors:

S. Burgess J. Cooper A. Gardner D. Harrison
M. Olszewski B. Panter M. Reddish A. Rout

J Tagg J Williams

Officers Executive Director Operational Services-

David Adams, Andrew Bird - Head of
Recycling, Waste and Fleet Services,
Jayne Briscoe - Democratic Services
Officer, Executive Director (Regeneration
and Development) - Neale Clifton and
John Tradewell - Acting Chief Executive /
Head of Paid Service

Also in attendance: Councillor Kearon as
Lead call in member for the Future
Recycling Strategy; Councillor Stubbs as
Lead call in member for the University
Growth Corridor; The Leader Councillor
Simon Tagg; Councillor Johnson
(Cabinet Member for Environment and
Recycling) and Councillor Northcott (
Cabinet member for Planning and
Growth)

1. APOLOGIES

An apology was received from Councillor Driver. Councillor Rout attended the
meeting as substitute.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest stated.

The Party Whip

The Chair explained how scrutiny was intended to operate outside the party whip
system and asked each member, on an individual basis, to declare whether or not
they were subject to the party whip. All of the members of the Scrutiny Committee
confirmed that they were not subject to the party whip.

Decision options
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The Chair confirmed the process for the Committee reviewing the call-ins and
clarified that the debates would conclude with Members being asked to either reject
the call ins or to support them and refer the matters back to Cabinet. He confirmed
that there was no opportunity to refer the matters to full Council because the
proposals fell within the budget and policy framework.

3. CONSIDERATION OF THE CALL IN OF THE CABINET DECISION - UNIVERSITY
GROWTH CORRIDOR

Councillor Stubbs, as the lead call in member presented the reasons for the call-in in
respect of the University Growth Corridor as set out on the call-in form. Councillor
Stubbs considered that the decision making process was inadequate for the size of
the development proposed and sought a more detailed scrutiny of the proposal by
the Finance, Assets and Performance Scrutiny Committee.

The Head of Paid Service and Interim Chief Executive confirmed that the proposal
was within the budget and policy framework rules.

It was explained that the proposals represented a feed into the early stages of policy
formulation which would ultimately result in the Local Plan adoption at a Full Council
meeting. In addition it was confirmed that any legal and technical costs arising from
the Local Plan process were included in the budgetary proposals.

Councillor Northcott, as Cabinet member for Planning and Growth, explained that the
report under consideration was the first step on the consultation journey to include
the site in the Joint Local Plan and that the process would offer future opportunities
for challenge.

The Leader confirmed that the decision making process in respect of the Local Plan
would conclude at Council.

Scrutiny members questioned the Call-In representative and the Cabinet members
as decision takers.

Members pointed out that their concerns had been raised at the Scrutiny Committee
(26/9/2018) and were assured that their views would be taken into account
throughout the Planning process. The Leader gave a commitment that the Scrutiny
Committee would be given a further opportunity to examine the proposals.

It was confirmed that affordable housing would be included in the development and

that there was an opportunity for the Council to commission a Development Brief to
address concerns about density, quality and layout of any new housing.

The potential benefits of the scheme including opportunities for new skilled and high
value employment were outlined. Also the potential community benefits of the
proposals that could be derived from such infrastructure improvements and
community facilities were outlined.

Members resolved to reject the Call-In.

Resolved: That the Call-In be rejected.

4. CONSIDERATION OF THE CALL IN OF THE CABINET DECISION - FUTURE
RECYCLING STRATEGY
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Councillor Kearon, as the Lead Call-In member, presented the reason for the Call-In
of the Recycling Strategy. Councillor Kearon acknowledged the work of officers and
members but felt that the options needed further member level scrutiny.

Councillor Johnson, as Cabinet member for Environment and Recycling explained
the background to the decision which had been taken and outlined how the proposed
recycling service had been trialled within the Borough.

The Leader stated that there was no evidence to suggest that the charge for
collection of green waste would lead to an increase in fly tipping.

The Leader asked the Committee to carry out a bi-monthly review of the recycling
service.

Continuing members questioned the Cabinet members on the risk assessment
carried out, the planned savings, the options in respect of green waste generated as
a result of Community Work Days, self-funding alternatives to charging for green
waste, communication plan, evidence in respect of impact of charges and measures
to mitigate the effects of an increase of fly tipping.

Councillor Johnson explained that a specialised team would be available to remedy
any ‘grot spots’ and that an increase in the activity of this team could be considered.

Resolved: That the decision to agree a preferred option for the
introduction of a new kerbside recycling service which included a charge for the
collection of green waste be referred back to the decision maker for further
consideration.

5. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - 13 DECEMBER 2018

COUNCILLOR GARY WHITE
Chair

Meeting concluded at 9.35 pm
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